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|, end unconfin'6 Charity upon Chriſtians, in oppoſition to 
pPernicieus ariGunclaritableDoQrineof theſe Judutzers ; 
| to exhort, as he does in the beginning of this Chapter, that 


firſt of all, 
8 of Thinks be made for all Men, Sr 

for. this Extenfivencfs of their Prayers was good and accep- "i 
_ table in the fight of God Saviour. I nehorr therefore thus | 
u, Nr, Gre. be nor ener 18 
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80 which the publick and ſocial Prayers of Chriſtian Atem- 
u o6eht to conſt. Söppllestione, probably out beh. 
_ ating the Divine Diſpleaſure, or ſupplicating "Coder the 
Pardon of Sins, for the averting of his/Judgmeats, and 
moving all manner of Evils from Our ſelves and;Magkind: 
| | Prayers, earneſt Petitions for all manrier.of B 8 ng . Apel 
tual and temporal, upon our ſelves” and others: Inter- 
CcCeſſions, or our importunate Addreſſes to God in a parti- 
| cular manner for the Good and Salvation of others: And 
giving of Thanks, 5.e. celebrating the Praiſes of God for 
the various Favours he confers upon our ſelves and others. 
And theſe ſeveral forts of Prayers We find from Hiſtory 
were publickly us'd in the Chriſtian Churches all along; and 
by this Rule the ſocial Worſhip of Chriſtians ſeems to have 
been directed from the beginning. 

We are then to perform theſe ſeveral parts of publick 
Devotion for all Men; and as we are bound to love A Ne. 
ſo we are to ſhew our Love by our Prayers for all Men: for 
if we are, according to the Rule of Chriſt, to love our 
Bnemies, to be ſure we are to love all Mankind; if we ar 
to pray for our Enemies, and for thoſe that perſecute us, 
_ and bleſs them that curſe us and deſpitefully uſe us, then 
certainly we ate to pray bot and to bleſs all Mankind; par- 
ticularly to pray far Kings, and for all that are in Aurhority, 
becauſe, Ver 3, this is good und acceptable in the ſight of God bur 
Sevjovr, who will have all Alen to be ſav d, and came 1o.the; 
knowledg of the Truth; Foy there is ane God, the Creatorg the 
Father, the Lord, the Saviour of Men withont diſtidftion; 
as he is calld in the New. Teſtament; and ane Mediator between 
God and Men, the Man. Chrift: Feſus, As there is but one 
God, to whom we are to addreſs. our ſelves in Prayers and 
Praiſes for our ſelves and others, ſo there is büt one Me- 
en thro * * an een and Praiſes 
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_ vinely inſpir' d, exhort and give it as a Command from God, 
that. Men pray; &c. The Apoſtle had made'ufe of other 

| Reaſohs before to preſs this Duty of ſocial Prayers and 

Praiſes for all Men upon the primitive Chriſtians; ſuch as 


in the ſight of God our Saviour; "rwas acceptable to him 4 
who would have all Men indefinitely to be ſav'd, and come 
10 the knowledg of the Trath ; to him who gave himſel6 8 
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in dus time ber tunto, ſaith"the Apoſtle; am ordaind' a" 1 
Preacher, &c. Which the Apoſtle adds, to ive force to 8 
Exkortation in the firſt Verſe; and therefore he repeats it 


in the words of our Text, to ſignify how earneſtly he would 
9 recommend mut u Practice to the Re Charches: a 


In diſcorſng on theſe Words 1h, 7 e ix > 
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4 Ce ? 2 


"mi Explain the forerat Terms —_ ins them: OY 
| _ Conſider the Duty the Apoſtle ſo 'exrneſtly re- 
commends to us by em, both as to the Nature and Ob.. 
© ligation of it in general, and as to the Ditections he 
gives us about the due Performance of it in particular. 
| Thirdly, The Reaſonableneſs of —_—_ it CR) 
. "mn ___ Directions. td 5 


a * 
33 „ 0 0 17 5 
» 4 2 288 : 14 * 


Jam then in the _ ple ts: apt theſe Terms, I 2 
therefore rhat Men pray, &c. T will: 1 who am ordain'd a 
Preacher and an Apoſtle 3 1 who ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, 
and lye not; who am a Teacher of the Gentiles in Faith and 
Verity; It, i. e. I who have receivd a Commiſſion imme- 
diately from 'Gbl to presch the Goſpel, and publiſh the 
Doctrines and Inſtitntions df this laſt and moſt perfect Diſ- 
penſation co the Genrile World, and conſequently am Pi- 


theſe, That the Performainte of it was good and acceptable 


v$% © % 
. 
A” 


3 


8 . Sus ne 

© aRanſom for all. And theſe are indeed Reasons ſuliciont- 
. to move us to make Supplications and Prayers, Interoeſſions 
and giving of Thanks to God for all Men. But to theſe the 
Apaſtle thought fit to add another Reaſon, which is founded 
on Apaſtolical Authority, and on his being 
ſpir' d: I who am an Apoſtle, and am infpir'd of God, and 
am a Teacher of the Gentiles by particular Commiſſion from 
Heaven, will that Mex, i. e. that Chriſtians, that all thoſe 


who profeſs Belief in Chriſt and his Goſpel, pray, i- e. per- 


form this great Duty of ſocial Worſkip, That Chriſtians 


— folemaly aſſemble, and unite to make Supplications, 


Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks to God for all 
Men: and this they were to do every where. The Warſhip 


Divinely in- 


which Chriſtians were to perform was not to be confin'd to 
one particular place, as a great part of the Jewiſh Worſhip 


was, viz. to the Temple of Jeraſalem; for there only were 
they to offer Sacrifices. Tis true, the Jens were oblig'd _ 
pray to God in every place, as well as alt Mankind 


and they had Synagogues in the ſeveral parts of their Ag 
where they folemuly met to worſhip the one true and living 


Cad by Prayers and Thankſgivings: tho then they were to 


Gaſpel there is no part of the Chriſtian Worſhip. conſ̃ d 


to one place, as more holy than another 3. for imme- 
the | 
ſhip. 


diately upon Aſcent of our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apaſtles, then 
hour came when the true Worſhippers of God ſhould wor 


| Tenth, becauſe God ic 4 Sperie. And in what, part of the 
World ſoever there were Chriſtian Churches or Adlemblies, 


= chere Men were oblig d to. pray, to offer up their united Sap- 
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d 

* 
: % N 
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—_ 


pray with their faces towards the Temple- Bat under rk 


the Father neither as Jeruſalem, aer upon Aoune Gerizzim 3 
but they who. worſhip'd God aright, worſhig'd kim in Spirit and. in, 


1 „ ee HO od ia the name „ ä 


j without 


* 
therefore that Men pray every where, lifting wp holy bands. Twas 
the Cuſtom of the Heathens, fometimes to waſh their Hands, 
 fometimes their whole Bodys; but generally, if not always, 
their Hands, before they entet d their Temples : and *twas 


 thonght ſo great a crime to come to the Gods with Hands 


unwih'd, that ili, manu libre was 4 proverbial Ex- 
preſſion to ſignify thoſe who came to em irreverently. The 
Jews, we-find in out: Saviout's time, were fo nice in ob- 


defore they went to worſhip God: And hence the Few: tell 
vs, chet was a Law amongſt them, that every one muſt 
waſh his Hands when he riſes from his Bed, that he may be 
pure when he offers up his Prayers to God; and we read in 
Exod. 40, 30, 31. that Aloſes ſet a Luer berween the Tim of © 
the Congragation and tie Altar, and put Water there to waſh 
' withal n Moſes and Aaron amd bis Song, waſtid their bends 
_ andtheir feet thereat, when rhey wore imo the Jem of the Cone 
gregation: and when they came near 10 the Miter, they waſh'a, as 


the Lord commanded Moſes. And this Waſhing was to fig- . 


nic that Mens hands þ ul. be pure from all Cruelty, and 
Injuſtice, ar en, before they coutd addref: 

acceptably; and that their Hearts ſhould be clean 2 2 all 
ſts, den from Pride, and ice, and Covetouſueſs, as the 


: nol 1 fays, Plal. 26. 6. I will waſh mine hands in In- 


and ſo will I compaſs. thino Altar, O Lord. And ia 


Pla 24 
hall . Hoy ane, 
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ko one pace more than to another : 1 wilt 


ſerving-this Ceremony of waſting their Hands, that they 
thought it a crime not -to do it before they eat, much more 


4: Who Jhal nd into the Hill of the Lord, or who 
i. e. who ſball worſhip God ac- 
ceptably? be that bath clean Hands and 6. pre Heart: Now | 
when the, ipoſtle commands Chriſtians to pray every where, 

ly Han be does not mean that the Ceremony 


eee is obligatory pon us, or that c 
„ would 
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ſo we are erat Wrath; 
lice againſt our Brother, without © 


A jiutroduc'd, as one cr pen as a LOIN 
< ſome Chriſtians, *twas condemn'd as a vain Obſetyatioin, - 
fuperſtitious, and rather curious and affected, than rea- 
4e ſonable Devotion/”:' The Apoſtle therefore Oe — : 


Expreſſion, what is{ignify'd by pure or clean Hund, & c. tha 


"we. be clean from all Violence and: Cruelty; from ll — 5 
Juſtice and Diſhoneſty; chat our Hearts be pure from all Luft; 


Pride, Malice, and Covetouſaeſs'3c. that we draws near to 


 _ Gold with a pure Heart, having our Hearts ſpriakled''from 
an evil Conſcience; and our Bodies waſh'd with pute Water 


that as the ſprintling of the Blood and Mater under (the Law 


Nunctiſ d to the purifying the Fleſh, as the Apoſtle expteſſes it, i 
te. Prepar d Men to enter into the Service of the Taber 5 
nicle and Temple 1 fo the Blood of It ſeu purging 6 our On | 


from-Dead-works; we Chriſtians are \prepard- to ſerve. the Boing 


gad. And therefore our Lord lets his Diſeiples know, ttiat 


theſe things'which-Proverd our of rh Aouih come rr. om the 


Heart, and they dee the Man,; Mat. 15. 18. bur ro dr with 


266-446-456 pant Nr N OST] 
Again, as we are to pray very bil; Uifring iy Y 


1.6. when we offer up but Prayers to God, we are N in 
perfect Charity Wit hr all Men, a n6t + eterts ia the le, 


judice againſt our Brother,” or any pitt” of tic b * 5 | 


Anger, and Malice, and Hatred, Ant e trying o 


ments a long time in our Breaſts" il dltectty conta 15 at 
1 Chatiry' and Forgiveneſs, and Perterdletels of 5 55 

VB abſolutely neceſſary to the Effege) vf bur! pr Ys 

aſtiy, As we are to pr wirhon / wat, 16 
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this place, in any part of the New Teſtament beſides; W 
always imports evil Imaginations, contentious and murmuring. - 
Thoughts. Thus in Mat. 15, 19. Out ef the Heart proceed\ 
evil-Thoughts : And in Phil, 2. 14. Do all things without Mur 
' murings. - And therefore they think the words may be better 
tranſlated: thus, Without Wrath and tumult uous Thoughts or evil 
Imagination; ſuch Thoughts as are plainly oppoſite to that 
peaceable and ſedate Diſpoſition of Mind, which men ſhould 
bring with 'em to their Devotion; ſuch Thoughts as are 
apt to diſtract us, and render our perſorttance of it un- 
pleaſing to God and unprofitable to our ſe}ves. But then the 
Word in this ſenſe expreſſes no more than the former. And 
if the word ſignifies evil Thoughts in general, and if miſ- 
giving Thoughts of the Power and Willingneſs of God to 
anſwer our Requeſts, are indeed evil Thoughts, when we 
. compaſs, the Throne of Grace, and if Faith is frequently | 
mention ' d in the New Teſtament, as requiſite to render our 
Prayers effectual, as indeed it is, then the Senſe of the Apo- 
ſtle is well enough expreſs'd according to our Tranſlation, 7 
will that Men pray every where, without Wrath and Doubting - 
5.e. As. they are to pray being in love with all Mankind, fo 
they are to Pray in * _—_— thus explain 'd the 1 


50 


1 To conſider the Duty the 8 ſo —_ 
recommends in them, both as to the Nature and Ob- 
| ligation of it in general, and as to the Directions he 
gives us inthe Text and Context, about the due Perfor- 
- mance of it in e a 


Aan in the firſt place, as to the? N ature and Gen of : 
this Duty, I will therefore that Men pray, i. e. that they per- 


form all the parts of Devation they—owe to God before- 
B x mention'd : 


1 * W * 
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abend for *cis plain, that by this Phraſe the Apoſtl 
| ſpeaks collodtively, or in one word, what he before expreſv'd 
by \Swpplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, ud giving of Thanks 
for alt Men; I will that they pray according to theſe ſeve- 
M ral parts of Prayer for all Men. And' as to the Nature of 
Prayer in general, it is our-imploring God, that he wou'd 
confer ſuch or ſach Bleſſings on us and on our Fellow-Crea- 
| bives, which we know he is able and willing to beſtow 7 
do erpoſtalste with the Almighty on ſuch Inſtances, as his 
perfections, a Divine Revelation, and our on Relation to 
bim, will farniſh us withal. And this is a very ſublime Act 
of Worſhip, and that by which we do the greateſt honour 
tb the true God, our Creator and Governor: for by this we 
ackhowledg his Omaiſcience, that he is acquainted with all 
the Neceſſities of his Creatures, and knows all the Prayers 
| that are put up to him throughout the whole World: By 
| 3 * ttzis we aſtribe infinite Wiſdom, that he knows what is goOd 
3 for us, and how to diſpoſe of all the ſecret Springs of E- 
vents, ſb as to make them all concur for good to us: By 
„ this we aſcribe infinite Goodneſs to him, that he is Willing 
to do us Good beyond what we can ask or think; and that 
he is conſtantly engag'd in the true lngereſts. of all his Crea- 
$ ' tures, according to their different mitures. As to our Ob- 
! ůgation to this great Duty, *tisa part both of Natural and 
Roveal'd Religinn , che Light of Natore, without' à Divine 
RevyClation, has been ſufficient to inſtruct Men iu this Duty. 
For the very Heathens, tho they worſhip'd falſe Gods, did 
vet acknowledy ſorac Superior Being, and reckond that 
Prayer was a neceſſary part of their Worſhip, and a good 
means to appeaſe the angry Deity, to obtain his Fayour, to 
Givert his Fadgments, and pregmue bis Blefling upon cheir 
Endewvours : And Trrrullam ſays bf em, thatia their Minds 
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4. not. to be paid to any inferior Being. So Seneca: God 


e 5 


us, — its — 
nerate state muſt ſtil] bear ſome Impreſſions of this fo; noceſ- 
fs Duty ? That Worſhip is due to God, who created all 
things, and governs them according to their different Ranks 
and Orders, and hath in himſelf infinite Ferfections, is 
founded upon the eternal and unalterable Reaſons and Rela; | 
tions of things: and this hath been the Senſe of all the civiy 
liz'd World in all Ages. Hence Cicero de Nat. Deor. lib. 1. 
 Praftans Natura Deorum, &c, (The Nature of God may 
« juſtly. challenge the Worſhip of Men, becauſe of its ſuper- 
* lative; Excellency, BleſſedneG, Eternity, &c.; for what» 
u ever excels, has upon that very account a Veneration due 

« to it; and becauſe the Nature of God is ſupremely excel- 

ent, there is a Veneration due to . that is peculiar, and 


< 1s therefore to be worſhip d, becauſe of his excellent Ma- 

& jeſty and incomparable Nature.” And Prayer, as before; 
is a very great part of Worſhip: The Conſciouſneſs of re- 
ceiving our Being from God, and of our continnal Depens 
dance upon him, obliges us, from the neceſſary and eternal 
Reaſons and Relations of things, to conſtant Prayer. But 
then Reveal d Religion, from the firſt dawn of. it, aſſures us 
of the Obligation we are under to this Duty. We read of 
the Devotions of Cuis and Abel, and of the Generation of 
Serb, when they aſſembled themſelves together to call upon 
the Name of the Lord. The Old Teſtament abounds with 
Examples of this kind, and with Inſtances of the Power of 


Prayer with the Divine Majeſty: But the Goſpel contains 
the moſt frequent Precepts and injanctions to it imaginable z 
itis what onr great Legiſlator, and Lord of this Diſpenſa- 
tion, frequently inculcates; and nothing can ſuperſede his 
Command, or make us imagine that he will diſpenſe with the 


eee of it. Beſides, the Neceſſity of Tamer” is fach, 
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© {hit it cart but oblige us to the frequent practice of it. Al 
Mien have need to pray, becauſe all Men neceſſarily; :as; to 
'  *heir'Being and all the Bleſfings of it, depend upon God, 
an our Supplies for dur animal, and rational, and ſpiritual 
Life are from Him, the Origin- and Fountain of ail Good: 
And khe Indigence of our State requires our conſtant Ad- 
dreffes to His Divine Majeſty. And ſinoe our Relation to 
God,” both on his part and our own, ſo ſtrongly obliges us to 
| the diligent performance of this Duty; - Notliing/ can be 
more irregular, or contrary to Nature, than that a rational 
— © Being created after the Image of God, and conſcious of 
* God's doing every thing, that becomes the Relation of /an 


| «infinitely good and bountiful Creator, ſhould never yet on 
„ his part make any Return of thoſe Duties that neceſſarily 

& ariſe from ſuch à Relation.” By this part of Worſhip 
| we acknowledg thoſe Perfections which. are the Support of | 
| our Being, and the Source of our Happineſs 3. and we are 4 
| bound not only in Gratitude, but in Juſtice, to pay our bo; \ 
| mage to him. And bow inſenſible muſt that Man be of his | 
| own Being, and the Being of God, who lives in the neglect 
of it? How ignorant muſt he be of the true Intereſts of 
dis immortal Soul; how thoughtleſs of God, what an Ene. 
| my to himſelf, and to Society? Beſides, what Motives does 
1 not the Chriſtian Faith make uſe of, to preſs this Duty on us, 

and make us diligent in the execution of it? For this aſſures 

us of the Efficacy of our Prayers, if duly perform'd: and the 
Spirit of God is promis'd us, to help our Infirmities with Groan- 
ing waich cant be utter d; i. e, he is ready to aſſiſt us in putting ; 
of thoſePetitions which are agreeable. to his Will, to excite 
= out Aſfſections, and engage our Minds more intenſely on em- 
I. ubeſe Conſiderations and ſeyeral others preſs this Duty on us. 

lam now, 20, to conſider thoſe Pirections the Apoſtle” © 
w / gives us for the performance of this Duty: And pe are to 
. lulint up boly Hands, without Wrath and Doenbting, fur 3! 
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by Mila: 350 the Apoſtle may very e * 
Expreſſions to have. reſpect to theſe ſeyeral thiags: That), 
ve are ſincere in our Prayers; That we are in perfect Cha- 
rity with all the World; That we perform - em in Faith z 
and that they extend to all Men. 1 ehh 3601 men 40 ,25 
(r. Siacerity in our Prayers is neceſſary to their Accep⸗ 0 
tance; I will that Mem pray, lifting up haly Handi, pure and, 
ſincere: und that is a ſincere Prayer which is directed to the 
Divine Majeſty, with a hearty Deſire of the Bleſſing we im- 
plore. For by addreſſing God for this or the- other Mercy, 
we make a ſdlemn Appeal to him, that we:are in earneſt, 
and that we really wiſh nothing more than the thing we 
ask. And if we beg a Bleſſing with our Tongues, and deſire. 
the contrary in our Hearts, can we imagine that God will 
hear us? No, this is to affront God to his face, and to 
contract the Guilt of the: higheſt Hypocriſy «,' God is a Spi- 4 
rit, he knows our Hearts, and the inmoſt Receſſes of ou! 
Minds; he is judg of our Thoughts and Deſires, and re- 
quires that all our Petitions proceed from: our Souls: if 
therefore we pray. for his Spirit, and Grace to convert and 
ſanctify us, to reclaim-us from the Errors: and Follies of our 
ways, to give us Strength and Reſolution to perform our 
Duties to God and Man according to our Capdeitys,: and toi 
preſerve us from Sin and the like: we ſhould examine our 
Hearts, whether we do in truth deſire the Bleſſings we pray 
for; and if we do not, no wonder we turn again to Folly: 
for then we only flatter: God with our Lips, and diſſemble: 
with our double Hearts. The Apoſtle John therefore tells us, 
* John 321 22. If our Hurts condemm us not, i. o. of Inſin- 
cerity and Hypocriſy, in our Prayers; then haue we Confidence 
tomards God; then we may with Humility and Aſſurance ex- 
pec the Bleſſing. we ask: Aud we know whatſoever we ask, 
n on Ae; we rrerive has him, e's we bk by — | 


4 8 2 5 1 lg i bis. 

uo Fee. And to this purpoſe ſays the Pſalmiſt, 7/al.66-26; 

If tl rigard: Iniquity in my Heart, God will not hear "my Prayer.” 

And the Sarrifier of the Mie od is an Abomination: to the Lord; 
d. 8, of thoſe that reſolve to perſiſt in their Wickedneſt. 
Let os hot then think that wo can impoſe upon God; and 
when we draw tar to God with our Lips, be ſo vain as to 

imagine he will accept of us, whilft our Heart ard far from 

him. No, went have a true Senſe of our Wants. ſuch a 
Setiſe'as Men haveof their neceſſary Food when they are hun- 

g ry for & 1 the longing Sout be bath promis +0 ſatiefy, 

. "and the thirfly Sol te wil fill "wich Good, Pſalm 10). 9. 

And they, and they only, are bleſſed, who hunger and thirſt 

afvev Riguteonſueſt, for they | ſhall be/ filled. And an inſtance 

of this we have in the Goſpel in the proud Phariſee, and 

 _ the humble Publioan : the former 'pray'd not ſo much” to be 

 _  heard'of- God, ab to be ſeen of Men ; not ſo much from 


Fl piety: but the latter ſmote upon his breuſt, and cries 
out under the ſenſe of his Sin and Miſery, Lud is mereiful 
to me 4 Sinmey ! Aud "the latter went dem rather juftify/d than 
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tha that of the other. 
( 2.) That our publick as wel as private Prayers may be 
__ acceptable to God, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary that at the 
very time we perform them, we be in perfect Charity with - 
all the World. We can't in reaſon expect that our Prayers 
for the Pardon of Siu, the Efficacy of Grace, or any other 
Bleſſiags, ſhould come up for a Memorial before God, whilſt 
Oſfences of our Brethgen remain unforglren in our 
Hearts, and we 2 to di em thoſe good offices which 
lie in wer. Thy Tr and thine Almi, ſays the An- 
. # Mmovial before. God : for 
N 1 
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2 teal and hearty Defire of any Good, as thto Oſtentatilon 


the former; 3, e his Prayer | was: more e to God, : 


"tho 2þthraf" \November,: og. 


the former will noviaſatad: approy d mithaue- ae ag” 
when tis ip our power. And our Land ſay a, Hor Re] 
fiat. Forgive, if ye have ought tn any. one, that pol 
 Floavenly Father may forgive you for if ye fargive net Men 
their Traſpaſſus, neither will. your Heavenly Father fargive yavr 
Treſpaſſer i Mark 11. 23, 26, And in Mat. 3. 23. If choubring 
thy Gift to the Altar, and remembereſt that thy. Brothog- hauf 
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thy v; firſt bs, recovcjl'd. t thy Brother, and then come an 


will thy Gift be pleaſiog to, God. Theſe Expreſſions are ta- 
ken from the way of worſhipping inſtituted by God amongſt 
the Jm, from their Sacrifices and Offerings on Altars; aod 
ſignify that we are not rightly diſpos d for apy Act of Devo- 
tion whatſoever, unleſs we are inticely reconcibd to all Man- 
kind: We are nat only indiſpos' d to receive the Sacrament 
of our Lord's Body, but to offer up our Prayers to God, 
' either publick or private: nay, we have as much reaſon. to 


- [ur the latter upon any {ach grongd, as we have to neg- 


let the former; nor will eitber be a cceptahle to God, 2 


þ 
96 


 ghy againſt they, — „ thy Gift: befara th Alt and go 
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offer chy Gift; for then only (as if our Saviour had. added) q 
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whilſt we. retain Malice, or Hatred, or Anger againlt any 
part of Mankind. And much after the ſame. manner dogs 
ork "Apoſtle diſcourſe, When be exhorts zhriſtians dot to. * 


let theSup go dowp upon their Wrath; by which Expref- 


lion he refers to the Ciſtom of the Jews at their. Evening- 


Sacrifices, which were to be offer d jaſt at the Sun's going 


down; aud by it he intimates, that. we are not fit to offer 
the Chriſtian Sacrifices of Prayers and Thankſgivings to God, 
if 1. retain Anger in our Minds. We muſt not let the 


Sun go down upon our Reſentments, or keep em till the 


time of offering up our Evening-Sacrifces. And hence the 
Pfalnuſt tells us, 7 wil waſh my Hands in Innen [a He 


: 5 Ws. to lui bis being * 1 all Oppreſſon or 


; * 
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Injuſtice, 


5 Wo 40 his pets eee to all the worlty 
und ſo, ſays he, will [compaſs thine Altar, O Lord; Plal. 26. 8. 
intimating that before he had done this, he was not prepar d | 
to perform any Act of Worſhip to God: And ſa the Apo- 
ſtle would have us lift up holy. Mands, without Wrath, pure - 

„ den un Malice, and 1 mo g/d dae againſt 
our Brethren! * + * OL OY INTER 8 
- (3) | Our Prayers that are | accopeable to God muſt: be 
"mack in Faith, a particular Faith which confiſts of good 
Hope of being heard : for in our Prayers we are to regard 
"God as a Being infinite in Power, in Wiſdom, and in Good- 
1 neſs; that he is both able and willing to ſupply all our 
= Waits. For to what end ſhould we addreſs our ſelves to 
i. a Being, who hath neither Power, nor Wiſdom, nor Incli- 
nation to help us? And becauſe otherwiſe we ſhould have 
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Succeſs; we are therefore to look upon God as having pro- 
mis d what we pray for, and conſequently to be as ready 
= to beſtow it as we are to ask it, We We muſt lift up our 
Hands to that Supreme Being who hath Power to aid us, 
who hath Wiſdom to know what we want and how to \ ſap- 
ply us, and who hath Goodneſs enough to beſtow. all neceſ- 
ſary Grace on us. Our Saviour therefore ſeeins to. make 
this a Condition of the Anſwer of Prayer, Mat: 6%. © 
All things whatſoever ye Jha ack in Prayer, believing, ye ſhall 
receive. And he directs em to put up their Petitions in his. 
Name, as the only way to make em prevalent; 3 John 14. 14. 
"If ye ſhall ak am thing in my Name, I will do it. And in the 
fame Diſcourſe, Chap. 16. Virih, verily I ſay unto Jou, What- 
erer ye ſhall ack the Father in my Name, be will give it you : 
Wade that they were oblig'd to truſt and confide 
ul Intereſt of his Name. And the Apoſtle 
James comforts the Chriſtians under their Sufferings upon 


| 
ha theſe © 
Fi : ? 
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little encouragement to pray, when we have no hope of 


n e if NoTerbe bog: | 


der: did; Uk Void k vob} way to give 
An df Stra toons emſelves well deg 
it they heartily implore that Favour : Jams 1. 5% 
Brethren, count it all Foy when ye fall into diver- tat 2570 
Howing this, that the rial of your Faith work} Tate „ But" lot 


wanting nothing.” And ſince to ſuffer 1 yo with Pa- 
tience N great Wiſdom, he adds, if 


upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him: But then, ſays the Apo 
tle, let him ak in Faith, nothing wavering. Ood is as ready to 
give as we are to ask, but then we muſt take care that we 

diſtruſt him not: We muſt ah in Faith, nothing taveiing, 


puts up his Pettebon, is able and willing to aft bim. And 


if any Man waver or doubt, let not that au think tft 
he ſhall receive any thing om the Lord. And thus the | 


= Apoſtle feb difcourſts:' This is the Confidemie that the have bn 


him, 5. e. in Clrift rhe Son of God, that if we ack any ching 


according to his Will, be tiartrth ; and if 1. his of 


be htarth u, lurch u hah, we hnow that 'we have the. 


Peritiint Yhar we det of bm. And the Apoſtle Fonts 


Man, avails much + much more the united Prayers 


of Chriſtians, when they perform focial "Worſhip. There 
fore fays out” Lord, Mat: 18. 19. Aan 1 fay unto you, tha: 


if 1 off you ſhull rec on » Earth, as touching any thing they ſhall 


it bs dee for 'enf my" Fathey who is in Heaoyn. Nor 
25 ef pr that theſe Promiſes extend no further 


than the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians ; ſince the Rea- 
ſons of the Biſſcacy of their Prayers then are not yet ceas d, 
nor évef wißt as long as God has à Church in the word: 
«ne the — give _ 25 to Prayer, and 


Directions 


/ 


- 3. 4. not doubting but God, to whom he 


2 tells ns, that che Hela, 5: c. ſincere fervent Prayer, of « 


Patience have Fes perfect Work, that- ye maybe perfil ant intire, 


any of 'you' lack 
Wiſdom, let him ack it of God, that giveth to al Men liberally a 
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the ſame Motiyes to; the Performance « of it, 4 
2 > Apoſtle ſever al t times diſcourſes ,of ,& comi 


d. therefore 


of- need; and of having Boldneſs or. Freedom. of: entring into the 


nue Heart in full 405 urance of Faith. 80 that Sincerity,, Cha- 

1 rity, and Faith axe abſolutely hn to renden der een 

1 acceptable to God. 

Bat then in the laſt place our - Prayers maſt extend. to all 
Nen: 11 bis, fays, the Apoſtle, 1 good and acceptable in the 


j fight of God (that being no doubt acceptable to God whic is 


1 Agreeable to his Will) and he will have all Men (without. diſ- 
| ; | tinQion) t be ſaued, and to come to. the knowledg. of the. Truth. 
= He is willing that Gentiles as well as Jews. ſhould ſhare, the 


= Salvation IE the, Goſpel | (which, according to the very 


Ae an Conſtitution of. The. was never. N for 


85 One Gag. * one. ; Mediator: bernixe. God. and. "Now, the Man 


1 Chriſt Jeſus ; who; gave himſelf a Ranſom for. all indefinitely : | 


. ade the Apoſtle adds in the ſeventh Verſe, 1 am ort ain d 


4 Preacher aud am Apeſtle; 1, ſprak the Truth in Chriſty I lye 


not; 4 Teacher of: the Gentiles in Faith and Verity: . d. 
.There are Jem, at Epheſus, and in other Chriſtian Chur- 


ches, who would \confine Salvation to themſelves, and to 
thoſe. of their own Communion; but God, ha is a Being 


t it to Chriſtians in eren oth with”, 


of Grace wich Beldneſi, and doing, it. for this — end, os 
that 3 we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace, to help a in aur time 


Hilieſ by t the Blood of Jeſus, and drawing near to Gad mith a 


N. 


of infinite. Goodneſs, is willing that all Men, that Gentiles | : 


= uncircumcis d as well as Jews, ſhould, be ſaved; 2 there 
= 3 5 bur Oe: e 1 a One. Mediator © » 2 
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be POTEN a N 1. Gentiles 2:-1;Y6 ea, there PS | 
one God both of the Jews and Gentiles; Is Git a Me · 
diator of the Jem: only, and not of the Gentiles? Yea, 
there is one Mediator both of Jews: and Gentiles; 3 and e 
when: he died and offer'd; himſelf an expiatory Sacriſice/, 
he thus laid down his Life for; the one as well as for the 
other. And for my part, I am a Preacher and an Apo- 

ſtle; and I/take God to witneſs. that 1 ſpeak. the truth, 

when I fay,:I am a Teacher of the Geneiles in Faith and 
Verity: and for theſe reaſons, I exhort that your Prayers 

be very extenſive, and *. Lebarlty univerſal and: n 

in d. eee. ; OT OSTER 75 
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hide To BET der the Reaſonableneſs of our ee 
_ this: oat Day of Prayer, according; to bett Di- 


" 5 reaforable jaded ths our Prayers. 084 be —_ 
and that our Words us d in em expreſs the genuine Senſe of 
our Minds; becauſe God is Judg of our Hearts, and tis the 
utmoſt Folly and Impudence to pretend to act the Hypocrite 
with him. Tis reaſonable that he who worſhips a God 
that is Holy, Juſt and Good, ſhould approach uch a 2 

free from all manner of Violence, Oppreſſion or Taft 

or elſe he can't expect to have Communion with a e RT 

| fuch Perfections. Tis reaſonable that we ſhould compaſs + a ir 

Throne of Grace perfectly clear of all Wrath, and unjuſt 

or cauſleſs Anger, and all imaginable Offences againſt our 

Brother; ſince tis the greateſt abſurdity, to hope that God 

will forgive the Guilt of an implacable Mind, or be a Friend 

to that Man who is an irreconcilable and mortal Enemy to 

bis Brother. If we expect from the Goodneſs and Mercy 

Tp oo God the Forgiveneſs 1 our innumerable Offences againſt 

N : 0 * . 5 his 
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Kis Maze! BY d that ho would nõt deal with a af in fried 
"Tu ehe mige; have nat eur Fellow - Creatures an uualie- 
nabe Right te our Clemency and n ſinet e 

1 55 G64 is tho higheſt Reaſon ? | 19 190 i 
Again, It is reaſonable that our Prayers: ſhould: be ar 
| with Faith, ſince there are thoſe Perfections in the Object of 
Vm that are a ſufficient foundation for it; and nothing is 
more diſhonourable to the Majeſty of God, than Diſtruſt 
and Diffidence of his Power, Goodneſs, and Mercy; where- 
_  _ as by our Faith we honour God, and do juſtice to theſe 
|, Perfetions. Nor is it leſs reaſonable that we ſhould worſhip 
God with Minds free from all Diſtraction; for this is agroe- 
able to that Reverence we owe to the Great God, is very 
neceſſary ta the good ſtate of eur own ad and readers 

our Devotion pleaſant and profitable. © - 

In the laſt place, tis reaſonable that our Prayete ING to 


* * 


ſtle g ives to enforce this Duty: This is 266d, _ Mele 5 is ac 
dal and our Saveoure - 995 
4.) This ia good It is good 1 it fel, as 1 er 
us. It is good in it felf: Univerſal Charity, and a Diſpo- 
ſition to de good to all Men, have intrinſiek Goodrefs/ in 
em, and recommend. themſelves with ſuch Evidence, | that 
"> wo-can't help approving” em in our Minds at the firſt view 
af em. And fince our ardent Prayer for all Mefi Is #confide- 
able Branch of Charity, it muſt be good in it felf. Again, i 
ia profitable to us: for ſach a Diſpoſition of Mind carries its 
awe Reward with it, and naturally affbrds us the moſt ra- 
tional Plcaſure and datisfaczon, and raiſes us te the neren 
Yefemblance of him who. alone is abſolutely Good. 
wary This is acceptable. in the. ſight of God, becauſe ho will "Oy 
AL ta be ſaued, and 10 came to the knowtedg of rhe Truth; 
ad iber * 22 2 the Ws for a uni. 
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all Men. And here let us conſider the Arguments the Apo- 5 


unto all that cell upon him, Rom. 10. 12. And: conſequently., 


it, muſt be reaſanable for us to intercede with God for the. 


Salvation of all Men, and that he would fend his caving Health 
to all Nations; for he is the common Parent, Creator, and 


 Preſerverof the World. And therefore the Goſpel propaſes, 


to our Imitation the Love of God, as it is the moſt. 


and extenſive. Ged, ſays the Apoſtle, commends his Leue te 
Us, in that while we mere yet Sinners Chriſt died: for us ; and when 


we were Enemies, we meverecoucild by the Death of his Son + S0- 


free was the Love of God | for certainly-no Man can deſerve- 


ſo ill of us, as we have of God. Hind if Gad thus loved ws, 
ſays the Apoſtle, we ought alſo in rhe an manner ta love one 
another : for this is the Inference he makes from this Argu- 
ment, 1 John 4+ 11. Herein is Love, this ſhews the exceeding. 
Love of God, not chat we leved Gad; na, we were Enemies 
to him; but that he lead us fut, and. ſent bis Son to be a Pro- 
pitiation for our Slot Belovady F Gad fe leued uu, if he had- 
ſach Love for us who defery'd nothing from him, me ought 


| alfe- to leue ons aber 3 for We are Gainers by our mutual, | 


11 Love. But we aught, in imitation; of the Great God, to. 


love one another ſo generonl 
our own at all concerg'd. in the kind. Offices we perform. 
Again, the Gaſpel propaſes the Love af God to our Imita- 
tion, as it is the maſt extegfvre: God 1s. pleasd 10 ex ꝑceſa 
himfelf concern d for tha Happinels of ſinful Men in the 
moſt pathetick manner: He ſent his Son, bis only begotten 
Son, into a World that lay in Widkedneſs, i ad, into a 


World which bad vilely ſubjeded in {hb tn the Slavery uf the. 


om He ſeat him to procure . Life for thoſe wb 
were 


; = 
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Y, a8 if we had no Intereſt of 


— Fade e e e of pho on 
ag to the Jm; and in this caſe the Apoſtle ſays,” There i % 
difference between Jew and Gentile, 'the ſame God bring, rick 
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. E « edi in Sin, doe Ann: a cruel ade 
| Death;4 Thüs God loved a World of Enemies, who hat 
bim, and deſird not to retain him in their knowledg* Abd” 


no part of Mankind can be more Enemies to us, than thoſe 
wilo continue in a cconrſe of Sin are to God. He does Card | 


to all ;" he ſends his Rain'on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt, and 
his'Sun to Pine on the Wicked and on the 'Righteons : And we 


are to be merciful as he is merciful, and perfe# on this account 


as he is perfect; for we are to do good Yo all Men as we have 
Opportunity, or as we have Ability. And if it is a perfection 


in God to be ſo intenſely and diffiſively. good, it muſt be a 


| Perfection i in us. Has the Great God done ſo much for us, 


and ſhall we think any thing that lies in our power too great 


to do for one another? Has he, whoſe Judgment is to be 
prefer'd to all the World, chought Man 
dle, and made em ſo by his Favours and! 
and ſhall we be ſo void of Underſtanding, as to treat any 


ind ſo confidera- : 


part of our own Nature with Pride or Contempt, or the 
leaſt degree of Barbarity and Cruelty? No, we are (or elſe 


tis in vain to pretend to the Name of Chriſtians) to love 


Mankind and one another, as God has lov'd us. And if it 


be reaſonable to imitate God, it muſt be reaſonable for us to 


have univerſal Charity, and to ſhew it by our making . 
plications, Prayers, and Interceſſions for all Men 
(3.) To extend our Prayers to all Men, is pleaſing in the icht 


of our Saviour, who is the alone Mediator betwixt God and 


Man. For he hath ſhown ſo much Good- will to Men, as ow 
make an Atonement with his meritorious Blood upon the 
Croſs, and in the Sanctuary of Glory to intercede for as 


with God: And if he took our Nature on him on purpoſe to 


do us Good, hat Love, what Good- will do we not ore to” 


; EY one abdther, to thoſe of the fame Nature with our ſelves? 
e Relation all Men have to one another, is natural and 


io ler wy he done thro. Strife or V ain-gbory, but in Lu 


© levery man nat an bis omn rhungs, but every man alſo on the things 
M others. His Example lays us under peculiar Obligations to 


4 1 1709. 7 
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effeatials, and „ any part. of it, is in reality to ans 
a part of our ſelves: nor. can, our Obligation to love Man- 
kind be diſſolv'd, but by the Diſſolution of Human Nature. 


And did our Lord, whilſt on Earth, g9 up and down 4 ; 


"doing good to the Bodys and Souls of Men, and ſeek 
imaginable Occaſions of doing it; and ate not we oblig'd to 
all poſſible Benevolence to one another? Did he do 15.47 to 
bis Enemies, and render Good for Evil, and Bleſſing for Cur- 

ſing, and manifeſt ſo much Kindnefs to thoſe 7 hated 


him? Did he make expiation by his Blood for the” Sins of 


thoſe that offer d him the utmoſt Indignities? Did he inter- 
cede in tlie Value of it, and pray upon the very Croſs for 
thoſe Who revil'd, ridicul d him, ſpit on him, and put him 
70 a barbarous and ignominious Death, the Death of cm- 
mon Malefactors? And ſhall we treat Human Nature 'other- 
wide, under the ſame or the like Cirtumſtances, if any part 
-of Mankind ſhou}d be ſo unhappy as to put us under em? 
Should not we pray for ſuch as he prays for, and do good to 
ttoſe whom be did good to; and regard all Mankind 46 our 
Nei Shbour, according to our Lord's direction? Ought we 


not to conſider with how much Condeſcenſion Chaiſt hatn 
treated us? who (tlio he was in the Form of God) root ior 
um the Form of A Servant," and being found in faſhion” as a Mi, 

umb lad himſelf, and became obedient to Death, even the Death 
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'of the Croſs And ſhould not we imitate the Divine Pattern? % 


Should not the ſame Mind be in us that was in him? A 


eftceming. other better than themſelves ; looking 


f Minu, ' each 


endear us one to another, and to ſtudy the things which make 
ur Prace. His Birth was celebrated by Angels, with the 
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MAb but Peace TY Renciation, and Love; and Vatosz 5 
Aud we as his Diſciples are to walk in Love, 5. c. to make 
the whole Courſe and Tenour of our Lives favour. of Love 
and Kindneſs; as Chrilt bath loved us, ſo . ſo freely, 
TH intenſely, and fo conſtantly.” NY 
Again, Qught we not to conſider how ready o our great 
Mediator is to forgive our Offences againſt him, and to re- 
Kare us to the Fayour of God? If avy Han ſin, we have an 
2 with the . Feſus Chrif the Righteous « and if we 


$ there not all the r in the world, that every, Map. 
bave an Adyocate in his ow Breaſt for bis ; offending 
r.? Our great High-Prieſt knows how to Lads c. 
on the Ignorant, and upon them who are gone out. 
| Saban ; he knows how from an intimate Sympathy to 
"bs tgach' d with the Infirmiticy of our fallen Natores, and 
Kom hence to ſollicit the Supreme Rector ef the World 
FTated an a Throne of Grace in our favour: And ſhall we 
Surrꝑ every little Aﬀrant to the very height ? Shall we let the. 
Son go-down; hot once or twice, but many times, upon rr 
Wrath; and retain fora long time our Reſentmenta of very 
Inconfiderable [Injuries as lively upon aur Minds, as when 
they were firſt: committed? Ig this to act like-the | blefſed 
Jeſus? I this to teceire one another as Chriſt rettives u 
* — if be treated. us with that Re- 
eee that wirh which 
Dime bea Krad one another? H he ſhould: break 
aft big C on wich us as often, and upon as. little acca- 
Fan, a we arcapt;; to/break bur Communion with eur Bro. 
2.1f he ſhould deal bis aps 24 partially as πατ manage 
Would we therefore manifeſt any tolerable Senſe of 
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tate our r n Fo: have the fame Diſpoſition of 
generous and diffuſive Love and Kindneſs, which he ſnews to 
3 us: For indeed they whom Chriſt intercedes for, have not 
1 only a natural, but a ſpiritual Right to our Prayers, R 
Io“ ve and Beneficence; and whom Chriſt bears upon his heart . 
becſore the Mercy-Seat, we ought to bear upon ours, for he b 
EE is equally related to us all: They ſhare in his Love and At- 
WB: feckion, i in his Care and Concern as well as we; their Me- 
diator is ours, they belong to the ſame Head, * partake 
of the ſame Blood 'of-Regoy eiliation, of the ſame Interceſ- 
ſion at the Throne of Grace. And ſhall we make a difference 
Re where Chriſt makes none? or do we think our ſelves better 
Adee f the proper Objects of our Fare and Affections 5 
4 than Chriſt is himſelf 2 e 
In the left place, the Apoſtle of wang the Reaſonablevels. 
of extending our Prayers to all Men, from our Mediator's ' 
being the Man Chriſt Feſau, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all.. 
For when Chriſt came into this World, he took upon him .- 
the Nature of all Mankind. Tis true, he is ſaid to have, | 
„ taken on him, not the Nature of Angels, but che Seed of _ 
Wh Abraham. but this Expreſſion is deſign'd only to ſpecify his 
| Family, and to ſignify that he deſcended from the Poſterity 
of Abraham, and that he was of the Seed of Abraham according 
tothe Fleſb, as tis elſewhere. expreſs” d. Not but that he pa- 
took of Human Nature in general, as much as Abraham him 
ſelf did; 5 and he wat made in all things like unto Men, Sin only 
5 excepted: and twas this common Nature which he offer d to 
> © Goda propitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins. Siace then he was' 
. "as Man equally related to all Mankind, bow reaſonable is it 
that our Prayers ſhould be as extenſive. as this Relation ? 
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1 _ And.ſince the Atonement, made by the Sacrifice of this Na- 
Wan * AG. and his Mediation by the Merits of it. are Fg . 
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1 as | MY Sanion: "preach „ 5 2 F 9 N 
1 ra Fes of this Nature; ; what good . TY 
woe to take all thoſe into our Prayers, whoſe Intereſts theſe 
gte ſufficient to ſerve? And becauſe his Humanity fits him 
for a ſympathetick feeling of the Miſeries and Infirthities of 
Mankind, what reaſon have we to be tenderly affe&ed with 
em? And when our Prayers, and Supplications, and Inter- 
ceſſions don't effeRually prevail, thro the Obſtinacy and Wic- 
-kedneſs of Men; and all the good Offices we have done 7 
them, miſs their genuine Influence thro the power of their 
Prejudices; we ought, like our Saviour, not to perſecate, 
but to pity and mourn over em, as he did over the perverſe 
Few. We ought to reſemble him in his Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion, in his Sympathy and Affection; and ſince we all 
partake of the ſame Nature, let us act towards all the parts 
of it with the utmoſt Affection, and enn for their Good 
yur” een 


I ſhall conclude my Diſtourſe on this Subject with ſome 
Inferences. | 
1. From the Apoſtles Exhortation to Chriſtians to pray 
8 every where, we may reflect upon the Immenſity of the Di- 
vine Being, and the great Vanity of worſhipping any other. 


= For if Chriſtians are oblig'd to pray every where, in all 
parts of the World; the Deity they are to ſupplicate muſt i 
1 be preſent every where; and at all times, or e!ft *twould be 
2 to no purpoſe to apply our ſelves to him: but he # preſent to 


\every one of his Creatures 3, and in bim they all live, and move, 
aud have their Being. He is an immenſe Spirit, he ſearches | 
us and knows us: He underſtands our Thoughts afar of, and is 
acquainted with all our Ways : There is not 4 Word in our 
Tongues, but lo ! O Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether; as the 
Pfalmiſt ſays. He is acquainted | with all the Prayers of all 
den in the world, and is preſent | in all the Aſſemblies of his 
101 + | People 


\ 
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*ople throughout the Barth at one and the ſame time. Ts 
therefore our Lord promis'd his Diſciples, that vbere tu f © ©! 
three of "emare gather'd together in his Name, there he woull be in — 
the mdf of 'em. And as our Obligation to pray every where, - 0 
ſuppoſes that God to whom we pray. hath Immenſity of 
Being and Perfection, ſo it ſnews us the great Vanity of ad- = 
dreſſing our ſelves to any other, for he only is Omnipotent ; 
1 and 'tis in vain for Men to pray every where, to a Being who 
is ſo far from being every where, that he can't be in two 
places at once. Nor is this Practice a greater Vanity, than 
tis a Sin : for our praying to any other Beings, to Saints or 
Angels, is indeed to make em ſo many Gods; ſince this is to 
ſuppoſe em immenſe, which it is impoſſible for any but Gol AM 
to be. Prayer is an Act of Religions Worthip belonging to : YJ 
God only; and he who directs it to any other Being, is an 4 
tdolater : and therefore we are commanded to'worſhip rhe Lord 
our God, and to ſerve him only. Nor are we any where in 
Scripture directed to addreſs our Prayers to any, but to the 
One True God; and under the Goſpel, only in the Name of Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, the alone Mediator : For as the Apoſtle: by ſaying, 
there is one God, means that there is but one; ſo by faying, 
there is one Mediator, he muſt mean there is no other. | 
2. From the Nature and Obligation of Prayer, let us be 
perſuaded to the frequent Practice of this Duty. How can 
we reſiſt the Force, the Reaſonableneſs, and Neceſlity of 
what is founded upon the Law of Nature, reſults from the 
Eternal Reaſon and Relations of things, and what the Goſ- 
preſſes on us by Arguments ſo peculiar and fo advant- 
us to the Intereſt of our Souls? Nay, God hath annex d 
the various Bleſſings he hath promis'd to the Performance ß 
this Duty. Thus after God had engag'd himſelf to confer © BM 
ga great many Favours upon his pecaliar People the Fews, he 
tells 'em by his Prophet, Exel. 36. 37. Thus faith rhe Lord 
hn 52 | God, 
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004d, l eat lies IG WY" RO I. 
n for em. Under the Goſpel we have more glorious.and: | 

| © - - ſpiritual Bleſſings promis d to us; but Chriſt, who is the. 

= Lord of this Diſpenſation, lets us know that we muſt ck. 

WO before we ſhall receive, and ſeek before we ſhall find. And is 

g it not very reaſonable it ſhould be ſo? For we are not to 0 
live as if, on the one hand, we were independent on the 
Deity, or on the other, inſenſible as the Beaſts which pe- 
riſh : Beſides, Honour, Intereſt, and Gratitude conſpire to 
excite us to the frequent and diligent Performance of this 
43 Duty. Is it an inconſiderable thing, for ſinful Men to be 
admitted into ſuch an intimate Converſe: with the Great 

3 Creator and Supreme Rector of the World; and to have our 

Prayers, thro the Interceſſion of our Saviour, aſcend as ſo. 
much Incenſe before him? ls it little advantage to us, to. 
become the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and for him to re- 
ſide in us by his Divine Qualities,” A and Conſolations 3 
which ſo raiſe and perfect our Beings, and aſſiſt us to 
breathe forth as it were our Souls in Faith and Hope, | 
in Dependance and Love, into the very Boſom of Jeſus ? 
EF Is it not our Glory and Intereſt to be able to reſiſt the 
Lt moſt ſhocking Temptations, and by. the prevalence of our 

| Prayers to be more than Conquerors over all the Force 

and Malice of the Devil? Is it not our Intereſt to have 

= Relief under every kind of Trouble, to engage the Pro- 

E  teRion of the Almighty under every difficult Circumſtance —_ 
of Life, and to have our Souls filld with the Joys of the = 
33 Holy Ghoſt ? How ought Creatures in gratitude to ac. 

'  Kknowledg the ſupreme Dominion of their great Creator and, 
== Governor, to be ſenſible of their neceſſary Dependance upon 
bis kind Influence; and to honour his Perfections? How. | 
1 ought. Sinners, who have offended the Majeſty of Heaven, 3 
e incur d his terrible N to adore his Patience Fs, EE, 
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and bong-ſuffering, his Mercy and Compaſſion z., and w b 
plore his Grace and Favour, the. only Source of rate 
Happineſs? How ought Chriſtians in obedience to their 
Lord, in compliance with their own Neceſſities, and in ho- 
nour to their great Mediator, frequently to addreſs the - 


Laſtly, Since our Prayers are to be ſo extenſive, what a 1 
noble Idea muſt this give us of the Chriſtian Religion; which 4 
over and above the Ties of Nature, affords us ſuch ſtrong 
Arguments and Motives for univerſal and unconfin'd Charity? 
How excellent, how worthy of God, who. is the moſt dif. 
fuſive Good, muſt ſuch an Inſtitution be? Twas certainly 
becoming the Dignity' of our Saviour, to come down from 
Heaven to eſtabliſh ſuch a Scheme of Faith as this; ſo ad- 
mirably well calculated for the general Good and Happineſs 
of Mankind. Our bleſſed Lord therefore very juſtly, makes 
- univerſal Love the Character of all his Diſciples #He propoſes 
the Example of his Death to our Imitation, and bids us love 4 

Mankind, our Enemies and our Brethren, i. e. one another; as 
he loved us, to lay down our Lives for both: John. 1. 1 2, 1 1 
This 1s my Commandment, that ye love one another, as I have og _ 
you - and then it follows, Greater Love bath no Man than this, 
that. he lay down. bis Life for. his Fri And Chriſt did not 
only. lay down his Life for his ae but died for his Ene; 
mies, that he might ae em his Friends, by gaining ec - = 
to the Obedience of his Laws; they being his Friends, who 
do whatſoever he has commanded them. And John 13. 34. 
A nem Commandmenf] give unto you, that ye love one another ; 

- I have loved you, 2 6 ye alſo ſo love ong another. | have loved 
yu ſo as to ſhed my Blood for you, and L have loved my 
% - yery-Enemies ſo too; > and this is the Love you are to imi- 

Kate in your Love da your Brethren, and alſo to your Ene- 
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this "ae bath Ava the Lives of confideraiſe numbers * 
_ other Chriſtians, who muſt bs left to carry ont this Faith to 
Poſterity; and this hath been the means of the Converſion of 
many Enemies to the Chriſtian Faith. As the Diſciples as 
' Mong the Few; of the ſeveral Sects were diſting fr d by ſome 
external Mark or other, ſo Chriſt would have his Diſciples 
_ Uiſtingniſh'd by their Love, their Humanity, their Aﬀabi- 
| lity, their Kindneſs, their unlimited Benevolence, and their 
Readlneſs to do all the good Offices imaginable to. their very 
Enemies. And what bright Examples were the Primitive 
Chriſtians of intimate Affection to one another, and of ge- 
nerous and diffuſive Charity to Mankind! This ſo ſtrongly 
ſhone throughout their whole Converſations, that it ſtrange- 
iy won upon the Idolatrous Heathens; with whom *twas - 
common to cty e out, Vide ut invicem ſe diligunt See how they 
love one another? Nay, Tertullian tells us farther, That they 


hated and envy'd them for their Love and their brotherly Af. 
 fecion: And the Great Apoſtate Julian, who us d al the 
= Cunning and Cruelty poſſible to eſtabliſh Idolatry in the 
toom of the Chriſtian Religion, could not forbear recom- 
maending to his Heathens the Examples of the' Chriſtians in 


he maliciouſly calle i $ | 
is true indeed, the Chriſtian Religion does not require 
its Votaries to forgo the natural Rights and Properties of 
Mankind, or diveſt them of the Principle of Self. preſerva- 
1 tion, when NY not neee with that Ac of the 
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toy'd fo intimately, that the Enemies of Chriſtianity even : 


this caſe z and bids them & imitate the Love that Chriſtians | 
ſhow to Mankind, and their pretended Sanity of Life, as 
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than the Chriſtian; for it aſcribes all Hatred and Malice, 
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ce hy Ka i it requires. (8-66 Jaſe'þ 
n they ine In. ee with- oor Aſſerting dur 
Mid, tis with/this füde Promiſz, that we ſhall Bud em gan 9 9 
with a great dia of advantage. Nor did our Lor erer d 
ſigu to impoſe” ſuch an intolerable Yoke on ds as a flavim 
Subjection to theArbitrary Humour of our Fellþw-Creatures.' - 1 1 
'Tis indeed th Deſign of Chriſtianity to teach us all ima 
ginable T. nde heſs and Compaſſian,. Forgiveneſs and Lore 5 
to one another, even to our Enemies 3 at the ſame time that 
it eſtabliſhes, or rather ſuppoſes thoſe ſeveral: ſorts of Ci! 
Powers and JuriſdiQions which are ordain'd of God, when 
they are adminiſter d for Good, for the Security of the r natu- 3 
ral and common Rights of ra Creatures. — 
Upon the whole, how unbecoming the Name of the ine . 
ant bleſſed Jeſus, muſt any bitter, cenſorious, perfecuting NF 
Spirit be? It is inconſiſtent with the Nature of a Chriſtia, 
to form any malicious Deſigus againſt any part of Mankind; 
leſs againſt our Chriſtian Brethren. The pretence f 
ſuch Men for the Intereſt of Religion may be very ſpecious 3. 

but certainly theſe Men know not what Sptrit they are of, 
or rather can't but know, would they examine themſelves by | 
our moſt HOT Faith, that they have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, For no [aſtitution i in the world can fix more odious 
CharaQers on ſuch a Conduct, or lay greater Reſtraints on it 


Envy and Backbiting, to the prevailing power of the Devil 
over the Minds of Men. Let them therefore conſider by 
what Spirit they are acted, who brand ſincere Chriſtians with 
the odious Names of Sthiſmaticks,, Trajtors, Falſe Brethren, 
Execrable Villains, Fanaticks, and Men of Helliſh Principles: 
Let *em conſider how inconſiſtent it is with Chriſtian Charity, 3 
to leave peaceable and good Men, under the impious Notion ' |: 
of "oy A in ' the Ne * with the grand _ = SG 
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cart fe even a in ae 
r letus imagine, that any who 
Contrary to the Spirit of 


Grit, can inherit the? Jngdom f Chri 
e, becauſe, Men 
put aper Actions; but Heaven can 
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They may be W in the Church 
have ſo many Gloſſes 
admit of no ſuch 

recorded the Holy, Si 
teous Perſon, nor he 
into that Glorious Co 


and Charitable; ; And no  Uarigh. 
loves not his Brother, can enter 
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